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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON 4415

State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Anderson, Haigh, Tom Santos and Tal cott

Read first tine 01/ 14/ 2004. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

VWHEREAS, The education of Washington's children is the state's
paramount duty and the state has an obligation to define and fund a
basi ¢ education for each child in the state's public school system and

WHEREAS, Through education reformlaws and revisions to the state's
basi c education act, the state has determned that children need to
have educational opportunities based on academ c standards set at
internationally conpetitive |levels; and

WHEREAS, The | egislature has not reexam ned the conponents of the
state's basic education law since the passage of either the state
education reformact in 1993 or the federal "No Child Left Behind Act"
in 2002; and

VWHEREAS, The state has not reexamned the definition of basic
education to determne its alignment with the expectations that
col | eges and universities have for incomng freshnen; and

VWHEREAS, The state has an obligation to fund its definition of
basic education so the definition needs to take into account the
state's expectations for students and its ability to pay for those
expectations for at |east a generation of students; and

WHEREAS, The state also needs to stabilize and clarify its
educati onal expectations of parents, students, teachers, taxpayers,
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enpl oyers and others on the types of achi evenent expected as a result
of a student receiving a basic education and the types of
accountability neasures that need to be in place to address those
expect ati ons;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, By the House of Representatives of
the state of Washington, the Senate concurring, That a joint select
comm ttee be convened to review and nmake recommendati ons on the state's
basi ¢ education | aws; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the commttee be conposed of eight
| egislators, of which two from each mmjor caucus, shall appoint, and
shal | appoint two from each major caucus; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That nenbers of the joint select commttee
shall receive staff support from the office of program research and
senate conmttee services and per diem and travel per RCW 44.04. 120;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That nenbers of the joint select commttee
shall exam ne the statutory definition of basic education to determ ne
whet her the current requirenents align with and support the goals and
requi renents of the state's education reform |aws and the nationa
education reformact, entitled the "No Child Left Behind Act of 2001"
and shall recomrend to the |egislature any refinenents or nodifications
needed to align the basic education laws to the state's education
reforml aws; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select conmttee shall hold
at least one wdely publicized public hearing in each legislative
district to accept public comment on the existing definition of basic
educati on and on possible nodifications to that definition; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED, That the joint select commttee may consult
with and create subcomm ttees that include, but need not be limted to
parents, students, education professionals, and interested comunity
menbers; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select commttee report its
findi ngs and recommendations to the |egislature by January 3, 2007; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select commttee be
di ssol ved by June 30, 2007.

--- END ---
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